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INTRODUCTION
For more than 33 years, the Discovery Centre has been a 
pillar of experiential education, bringing award-winning
hands-on learning experiences to more than two million
visitors from around the globe. Through our internal and
external education programs, state-of-the-art exhibits, 
and community outreach programs, we reach citizens in
communities large and small across the province, instilling
an understanding of STEAM (science, technology, engineer-
ing, arts, math) while encouraging citizens of all ages to gain
confidence in their own abilities and realize their potential.

Fulfilling an increasingly important role in a knowledge-
based economy, the past decade has brought exponential
growth in demand for innovative STEAM learning that only
the Discovery Centre can offer. This growth culminated in
February 2017 with the highly anticipated opening of a 
new world-class facility on the Halifax waterfront. In the 15
months since the grand opening, the new Discovery Centre
has welcomed more than 215,000 visitors and delivered 
outreach programming to over 50,000 Nova Scotians. 
At the same time, we have continued to integrate new
programming opportunities in the areas of digital 
technology, ocean sciences, professional development
resources for teachers, and entrepreneurship among 
others. All programs are rooted in a philosophy of inclusion
and accessibility with the goal of reaching all Nova Scotians
regardless of economic considerations.
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ADVANCING REGIONAL PRIORITIES
Throughout its history, the Discovery Centre has kept pace with the changing
needs of Atlantic Canadians, aligning programming with regional priorities. We
know that we have a critical role to play in the prosperity of our communities
and, to that end, are committed to achieving the following objectives:

1. Providing citizens of all ages and backgrounds with unique hands-on 
experiences that inspire an interest in, and appreciation for, STEAM
education and careers;

2. Facilitating the early development of skills that will be required within the
future workforce;

3. Creating awareness of career opportunities in key labour markets including
the ocean sciences, information technology, cultural exports, aerospace and
the skilled trades;

4. Competitively positioning Atlantic Canada as a leader in STEAM education
and research on the world stage.

The Discovery Centre has provided me
with amazing experiences and definitely
inspired my interest in STEAM. I am
truly grateful to the Discovery Centre for
showing me and other young people
that a future in science and innovation
will be fun and fulfilling. 

– Sophie Fraser, Grade 11 student and 2016 
Youth Award recipient
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PARTNERSHIP PHILOSOPHY
We look for partners who share our commitment to 
innovation, creativity and the development of a skilled and
knowledgeable workforce throughout Atlantic Canada. We
know that the Atlantic Canada Aerospace and Defence 
Association (ACADA) shares this commitment. 

The Discovery Centre is pleased to present the following two
partnership opportunities to ACADA. Each opportunity has
been identified to align with the Discovery Centre and
ACADA’s shared interest in STEAM education and early skills
development for our future workforce. 
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Coding and creative problem solving are integral to 21st
century learning. Building on the success of the Discovery
Centre’s Maker League, Digital Discovery camps and “Scratch
Post” coding stations in the Centre’s Innovation Lab, the 
Discovery Centre education team continuously explores new
ways in which to make coding and project-based learning
both fun and accessible to our youth.  

With support from ACADA, the Discovery Centre will purchase
a class set of LEGO Wedo 2.0 kits, enabling the development
of a new registration-based coding and engineering-themed
PD Day camp. Targeting students ages 8–12, the “Coded 
Creations” PD Day Camp will take place in the Fall of 2018 to
coincide with one of the provincial teacher professional
development days.

LEGO Wedo 2.0 is an intuitive system that enables youth to
build with familiar LEGO blocks, bringing their creations to 
life with code. Participants will explore computational think-
ing, variables and logic while tinkering with tilt and motion
sensors and creating chain reactions of spinning motors and
sounds. In addition to camp development and purchase of

the LEGO Wedo kits, ACADA’s support will enable the pur-
chase of LEGO rechargeable battery packs and wireless 
Bluetooth connectivity, allowing campers’ creations to move
around untethered. 

While the LEGO Wedo 2.0 kits will be the core component of
the Coded Creations PD Day camp, their use will not be
limited to the camp itself. The LEGO kits will remain in the
Innovation Lab for visitors to enjoy on a daily basis. By adding
the kits to the Innovation Lab menu of equipment and tools,
the Discovery Centre will be able to provide unlimited numbers
of youth with this fun, hands-on introduction to coding.

As the sponsoring partner, ACADA will receive recognition on
the LEGO Wedo kits and on all marketing and communication
materials pertaining to the Coded Creations PD Day camp.
Marketing channels include the camps page of the Discovery
Centre website and the Centre’s social media platforms
(18,000+ followers across Facebook, Twitter and Instagram).
ACADA will also receive recognition on the partners page of
the Discovery Centre website and the Discovery Centre
annual report. 

OPTION 1

CODED CREATIONS
Codable Lego Education kits for coding 
and engineering-themed PD Day Camp 
and Innovation Lab activities

Sponsorship: $5,000
Audience: Ages 8–12
Start Date: Fall 2018
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OPTION 2

“WHY FLY”
Enhanced grade six workshops with
programmable flight tunnel

Sponsorship: $5,000
Audience: Grade six students
Start Date: September 2018

“Science in the Centre” is the Discovery Centre’s on-site
education program delivering hands-on curriculum
connected workshops to students in grades P-12. Each year,
more than 3,000 students attend a Science in the Centre
workshop at the Discovery Centre. Workshops feature 
specialized tools or equipment usually unseen in traditional
classrooms, thereby enabling the Discovery Centre science
educators to reach students in creative ways that go beyond
basic curriculum learning.

Within the Science in the Centre catalogue of offerings, 
“Why Fly” is a flight-based workshop delivered to grade six
students. Discovery Centre educators guide students
through the scientific method to draw conclusions about 
aircraft design using the forces of flight. The Discovery 
Centre seeks to significantly enhance “Why Fly” through the
addition of interactive technologies that will provide a new
and exciting dimension to the student learning experience.

With the support of ACADA, the Discovery Centre will
expand the “Why Fly” workshop through the purchase of a
programmable flight tunnel that will be used by the students
for the testing of their student-built aircrafts. With the 
addition of the flight tunnel, the Discovery Centre science
educators will be able to transform “Why Fly” into an
engineering challenge wherein students will create designs,
test their creations against the real forces of flight, identify
areas in which improvements are required, and redesign 
for further testing.  By providing students with impactful
engineering and design experiences, the new and improved

For each of the above opportunities, the Discovery 
Centre will be pleased to provide ACADA with reporting
to demonstrate the impact of the funding.

“Why Fly” will be effective in further bridging the gap
between textbook learning and real-life career applications. 
With the investment of $5,000, ACADA will serve as the 
presenting sponsor of “Why Fly” with presenting sponsor
recognition on all workshop marketing and communication
materials. These include the 2018–2019 Discovery Centre 
education brochure distributed to educators across Nova
Scotia and the Science in the Centre workshop page on 
the Discovery Centre website. ACADA will also receive recog-
nition on the partners page of the Discovery Centre website
and the Discovery Centre annual report. 



[Talented scientists] are driven by an innate curiosity, by the
excitement of finding out what lies around the next corner. As
I watch my own kids’ reaction at the Discovery Centre, they are
like little researchers at the point of making a breakthrough.
This is all about the thrill of discovery.

– Dr. James Robar, Chief of Medical Physics, 
Nova Scotia Health Authority

CONTACT US
We welcome the opportunity to forge a long-term strategic
partnership with ACADA, working together to support the
development of our future workforce in the areas of
technology, aerospace and the marine industry. To discuss
these and other impactful partnership opportunities, 
please contact:

Helen Dolan, Partnerships Manager
hdolan@thediscoverycentre.ca
902.492.4422 ext. 2235

1215 Lower Water Street, Halifax, NS
thediscoverycentre.ca


